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The Yorkshire and the Humber region is working
Don't let the Tories wreck it again.
Introduction

Britain is working with two million more jobs, unemployment at its lowest level since 1975.

With a record number of people in work we’ve reached a major milestone in our journey as a
Labour government to deliver full employment in every part of Britain.

We are experiencing the longest period of sustained low inflation and interest rates since the
1960s, with lower mortgage rates saving mortgage payers an average of £2,600 a year
compared to under the Conservatives. �On this platform of economic stability:

•  Britain has the highest employment ever. Unemployment rates in Britain are lower than
the USA, France and Germany.

•  Britain has overtaken France to become the world’s fourth largest economy. Productivity
in Britain is now higher than in Japan.

•  15-year-olds in Britain are now better at reading, maths and science than in USA,
Canada, Germany and France.

•  Labour has delivered the lowest mortgage rates since the 1960s.

On this platform of economic stability and growth Labour is investing record amounts in
schools, hospitals and the fight against crime with more teachers, more nurses, more doctors
and more police.

Britain has come too far and worked too hard for the Tories to wreck it again. �When Michael
Howard was in office, he introduced the poll tax, interest rates were at 15 per cent for a whole
year, 1.5 million households suffered negative equity and over 150,000 families lost their
homes.

When Michael Howard was Employment Secretary we saw the longest ever increase in
unemployment under any Employment Secretary, six out of ten lone parents were out of work
and three million people were unemployed. �The Tories have not learnt from the mistakes of
their past and would return Britain to boom and bust. �They have committed to an immediate
cut of £20 billion to public services and charges for healthcare. �Hard working families cannot
afford a return to a failed Tory past.
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The Yorkshire and the Humber region is working

Britain now has the highest employment and lowest unemployment of any of the major (G8)
world economies. Labour’s aim is to have, by the end of the decade, a higher proportion of
people in work than ever before, as we move towards our goal of full employment in every
region. The number of people in work is now at record levels, up by two million since 1997.

To date, the New Deal has helped well over a million people into work, including people in the
Yorkshire and the Humber region. With a wider range of help and support in place and a high
level of vacancies, more people are moving from welfare to work.

There are now over 100,000 more businesses than in 1997 and Labour has made it easier
than ever before to start a business.

•  At 4.6 per cent, the unemployment rate is the lowest since 1975.
•  Over one million people have been helped into work through the New Deal.
•  Both long-term unemployment and long-term youth unemployment have been cut by over

75 per cent since 1997.

In the Yorkshire and the Humber region

•  Unemployment has fallen by 89,927 since 1997. That’s a 53 per cent drop.
•  95,770 people in the Yorkshire and the Humber region have found work through the

New Deal.
•  In the Yorkshire and the Humber region, 263 new businesses started up on average

every week last year.

Challenges ahead:

•  Labour is determined to ensure that the labour market works effectively for everyone in
all parts of the country. We’re committed to achieving full employment in every region by
tackling areas of disadvantage and concentrations of worklessness.

•  Labour will extend the right to four weeks’ paid holiday that we delivered in 1997, by
ensuring it is in addition to Bank holidays. This will mean up to an extra eight days
holidays every year for many workers.

•  Labour is determined to do even more for those who face the most difficult barriers to
work. For example, we are piloting Pathways to Work, a scheme which offers advice,
financial assistance and help with rehabilitation to enable those claiming incapacity
benefits to move into work.
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An opportunity economy

For Britain to continue to be successful we need to ensure that every individual has the
opportunity to fulfil their potential.  We want to help them achieve their ambitions and ensure
Britain further increases its competitive position in the global economy.

More than anything, Britain’s future depends on the strength of its education system.  Our
reforms and record investment are driving up standards and enabling new schools to be built in
every part of the country. The hard work of pupils and teachers has delivered the best ever
results at age 11, 14, 16 and 18. Indeed 15-year-olds in Britain are now better at reading,
maths and science than in the USA, Canada, Germany and France.

More young people are staying on education - over 200,000 people are benefiting from
Labour’s Education Maintenance Allowance. The earn-as–you-learn allowances offer a financial
incentive to help combat ’the culture of dropping out’ at 16.  And we are helping the seven
million adults who lack even the most literacy and numeracy skills. With a New Deal for Skills
we will assist those in work to move from low to high skilled employment, and will give those
out of work improved access to high quality skills advice and training.

•  Over 200,000 people are benefiting from Labour’s Education Maintenance Allowance.
•  In 1997, 75,800 students studied Modern Apprenticeships; today there are 255,500 –

the highest ever level.
•  Since 2001 more than half a million adults have improved their literacy, numeracy and

language skills and achieved a qualification.
•  Applications to university from deprived areas are up.

In the Yorkshire and the Humber region

•  With the assistance of the Education Maintenance Allowance 24,352 young people are
being helped to stay on in education in the Yorkshire and the Humber region.

•  Standards are up. In the Yorkshire and the Humber region 49 per cent of young people
gained five or more GCSE’s at grade A* to C last year that’s 11.5 per cent more than in
1997.

•  More apprenticeships mean young people have had the opportunity to gain skills whilst
in work, helping business in the Yorkshire and the Humber region fulfil much needed
skills gaps.

Challenges ahead:

•  Tackling the number of people with no or low skills is a key priority for Labour. Too many
people do not have level 2 qualifications (equivalent to five GCSE passes at grade C or
above). We intend to extend the offer of free tuition for adults without basic skills to
those who lack level 2 skills.

•  80 per cent of the 1.7 million new jobs created by the end of the decade will be in
occupations that normally recruit only those with higher education qualifications,
particularly important will be people with HND-level technical higher education
qualifications. Therefore we are enabling half of all young people to attend university by
2010.

•  Britain needs to invest in research and development and train more skilled scientists
and engineers. Labour have made a long term commitment to strengthening the
science base with £ 1billion more for science and innovation over the next three years.
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Helping hard working families

Today’s families face competing pressures as they strive to balance work and family life.
Labour understands that flexible and affordable childcare is essential for working parents trying
to achieve that balance. Labour has created free part-time nursery places for every three and
four year-old. Sure Start local programmes and Children’s Centres have revolutionised provision
for very young children and their families in the poorest fifth of wards in Britain.

Labour has extended maternity leave, increased maternity pay, introduced parental leave and
given adoptive parents the right to leave for the first time. Nearly a million parents have
benefited from the right to request flexible working. And all working people now enjoy four
weeks’ paid holiday, at least one day off per week and decent rest breaks.

We’re helping to make work pay through tax credits and the National Minimum Wage.
Compared to 1997, families with children are on average £1,350 a year better off in real terms
as a result of Labour’s tax and benefit reforms; the poorest households with children are
£3,000 a year better off.

•  Labour as delivered a guarantee of free part-time nursery place for every three and four
year-old, more than 500 Sure Start centres and increasing the number of children’s
centres.

•  Six million families are benefiting from the new tax credits.
•  Over 1.5 million people gained a wage rise when the National Minimum Wage rose to

£4.85 this year.

In the Yorkshire and the Humber region:

•  Every three and four year old in the Yorkshire and the Humber region is guaranteed a
free part-time nursery place.

•  425,500 people have benefited from the Working Tax Credit and Child Tax credit.
•  At least 180,000 people have benefited from the most recent rise in the National

Minimum Wage helping families in the Yorkshire and the Humber region.

Challenges ahead:

•  Many parents want flexible and affordable childcare. Having provided free part-time
nursery provision for every three and four year old, we will help parents to adapt the
provision to their individual needs. Every parent with children in primary school will be
offered the guarantee of affordable school based childcare from 8am to 6pm all the
year round.

•  People want a better balance between life and work. Nearly one million parents of young
children are taking advantage of new rights to flexible working for the first time and paid
maternity leave has been increased. We want to extend paid leave for parents and give
more choice to mothers and fathers about who uses that leave so that families can
choose what’s best for them. We will do this in a way which minimises burdens on
employers.
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Don’t let the Tories wreck it again

The Tories want to talk Britain down. They would return Britain to a failed past when interest
rates were at 15 per cent and unemployment rose above three million. They would cut £20
billion from public services immediately, introduce charges for healthcare and take Britain back
to recession.

The Tories would cut £20 billion from public services immediately

The Tories want to run our public services down.� They would take Britain back to cuts to
schools, hospitals and the police.

The Tories are committed to an immediate cut of £20 billion from Labour’s plans by 2007/8.�
The Tories say they would find the money from a cash freeze – a real terms cut in the budgets
of departments across government: “overall total frozen for first two years.” (Medium Term
Expenditure Strategy).

The Tories’ two year cash freeze would mean immediate real terms cuts in law and order,
defence, transport, childcare, and international aid.�

The Tories have also pledged to cut over £2 billion from the NHS and state schools available
for everyone to subsidise private healthcare and private education for the privileged few.

The Tories are recession-prone

The Tories are recession-prone.� Under the Tories, Britain was the first in and last out of global
downturns, suffering most in between.� Britain’s hard working families were forced to endure
mortgage misery and negative equity and  to pay the price for mass unemployment.� When
Michael Howard was last in office:

•�Interest rates were at 15 per cent for a whole year and at ten per cent for four years;
•�Inflation rose to almost ten per cent;
•�1.5 million households suffered negative equity;
•�Over 150,000 families lost their homes;
•�Unemployment hit three million.

Today, the Tories are a recession waiting to happen.� They have pledged to cut investment in
the key drivers of our future prosperity -� science, education, skills, and training.� By axing the
New Deal and Labour’s measures to make work pay, the Tories would return Britain to the
levels of unemployment last seen when Michael Howard was in office.


